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REDUCTION OF
POLARIZATION-DEPENDENT LOSS FROM
GRATING USED IN DOUBLE-PASS
CONFIGURATION

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part application of
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/706,489, entitled
“REDUCTION OF POLARIZATION-DEPENDENT LOSS
FROM GRATING USED IN DOUBLE-PASS CONFIGU-
RATION,” filed Nov. 3, 2000 now U.S. Pat. No. 6,751,415
by Larry Fabiny, the entire disclosure of which is herein
incorporated by reference for all purposes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This application relates generally to optical communica-
tions networks, and more specifically to a method and
apparatus for reducing the polarization dependent loss from
diffraction gratings used in such communications networks.

The Internet and data communications are causing an
explosion in the global demand for bandwidth. Fiber optic
telecommunications systems are currently deploying a rela-
tively new technology called dense wavelength division
multiplexing (DWDM) to expand the capacity of new and
existing optical fiber systems to help satisfy this demand. In
DWDM, multiple wavelengths of light simultaneously
transport information through a single optical fiber. Each
wavelength operates as an individual channel carrying a
stream of data. The carrying capacity of a fiber is multiplied
by the number of DWDM channels used. Today, DWDM
systems using up to 80 channels are available from multiple
manufacturers, with more promised in the future.

Optical wavelength routing functions often use demulti-
plexing of a light stream into its many individual wave-
lengths, which are then optically directed along different
paths. Subsequently, different wavelength signals may then
be multiplexed into a common pathway. Within such routing
devices, the optical signals are routed between the common
and individual optical pathways by a combination of dis-
persion and focusing mechanisms. The focusing mechanism
forms discrete images of the common pathway in each
wavelength of the different optical signals and the dispersion
mechanism relatively displaces the images along a focal line
by amounts that vary with the signal wavelength.

Both phased arrays and reflection diffraction gratings may
be used to perform the dispersing functions. While phased
arrays are adequate when the number of channels carrying
different wavelength signals is small, reflection diffraction
gratings are generally preferable when large numbers of
channels are used. However, reflection diffraction gratings
tend to exhibit greater polarization sensitivity and since the
polarization of optical signals often fluctuates in optical
communication systems, this sensitivity may result in large
variations in transmission efficiency. Loss of information is
possible unless compensating amplification of the signals is
used to maintain adequate signal-to-noise ratios. Although
polarization sensitivity may generally be mitigated by
increasing the grating pitch of the reflection grating, limi-
tations on the desired wavelength dispersion for signals at
optical telecommunication wavelengths preclude an
increase in grating pitch sufficient to achieve high diffraction
efficiency in all polarization directions.

Suggestions to reduce polarization dependent losses in
optical switching systems have included complex polariza-
tion splitting and recombination techniques, such as
described in WO 98/35251, published Aug. 13, 1998. In the
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method described therein, an optical beam is separated into
distinct subbeams for different polarization states and opti-
cally constrained to follow different paths, which ultimately
converge so that the subbeams may be recombined. Creating
and maintaining separate optical paths requires additional
components and increases both the cost and complexity of
the devices that use the method. Furthermore, the recombi-
nation of the subbeams requires very precise alignment of
the optical components to prevent the introduction of spu-
rious distortion resulting from imperfect recombination.

It is thus desirable to provide a method and apparatus that
reduces or eliminates polarization dependent loss from dif-
fraction gratings used in optical telecommunications sys-
tems without requiring beams with different polarization
states to follow different optical paths.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the invention thus exploit a discovery of
the inventor relating to polarization rotation of light beams
in certain optical configurations. A wavelength router made
in accordance with embodiments of the invention receives
light having a plurality of spectral bands at an input port.
Subsets of these spectral bands are directed to respective
ones of a plurality of output ports. The wavelength router
includes an optical train and a routing mechanism. The
optical train is disposed between the input port and output
ports. It provides optical paths for routing the spectral bands
and includes a wave plate for rotating polarization compo-
nents and a dispersive element disposed to intercept light
traveling from the input port. In one embodiment, the optical
train is configured so that light encounters the dispersive
element and the wave plate twice before reaching any of the
output ports. The routing mechanism has at least one
dynamically configurable routing element to direct a given
spectral band to different output ports depending on its state.

The inventor has discovered that certain properties of the
wave plate may be chosen to reduce or eliminate polariza-
tion dependent loss depending on the number of reflections
used by the dynamically configurable routing element to
effect its routing. If the number of reflections is odd,
polarization dependent loss may be eliminated with a quar-
ter-wave plate having a fast axis oriented substantially at an
odd multiple of 45° with respect to a polarization axis of the
spectral bands. In a specific such embodiment, the number
of reflections used by the dynamically configurable routing
element is three. If the number of reflections is instead even,
polarization dependent loss may be eliminated with a half-
wave plate having a fast axis oriented substantially at an odd
multiple of 22.5° with respect to a polarization axis of the
spectral bands.

Just as the routing mechanism may be configured in a
variety of ways to effect different numbers of reflections of
the spectral bands, so too can the optical train be configured
in a variety of ways to effect the desired routing. In one
embodiment, the dispersive element comprises a reflection
grating and the optical train further includes a lens. Light
coming from the input port is collimated by the lens and
dispersed by the reflection grating as a plurality of angularly
separated beams corresponding to the spectral bands. The
angularly separated beams are focused by the lens on
respective dynamically configurable routing elements. The
wave plate is disposed between the reflection grating and the
routing mechanism; in some embodiments, it is between the
lens and the reflection grating, while in other embodiments,
it is between the lens and the routing mechanism.

In another embodiment, the dispersive element comprises
a transmissive grating and the optical train further includes
first and second lenses. Light coming from the input port is
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collimated by the first lens and dispersed by the transmissive
grating as a plurality of angularly separated beams corre-
sponding to the spectral bands. The angularly separated
beams are focused by the second lens on respective dynami-
cally configurable routing elements comprised by the rout-
ing mechanism. The wave plate is disposed between the
transmissive grating and the routing mechanism; in some
embodiments, it is between the transmissive grating and the
second lens, while in other embodiments, it is between the
second lens and the routing mechanism.

In a further embodiment, the dispersive element com-
prises a reflection grating and the optical train further
includes a curved reflector. The curved reflector is disposed
to intercept light from the input port, to collimate the
intercepted light, and direct the collimated light toward the
reflection grating. The curved reflector then intercepts light
reflected from the reflection grating, focuses the light and
directs the focused light on respective dynamically config-
urable routing elements comprised by the routing mecha-
nism.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A further understanding of the nature and advantages of
the present invention may be realized by reference to the
remaining portions of the specification and the drawings
wherein like reference labels are used throughout the several
drawings to refer to similar components. In some instances,
a sublabel is associated with a reference numeral and is
enclosed in parentheses to denote one of multiple similar
components. When reference is made to a reference numeral
without specification to an existing sublabel, it is intended to
refer to all such multiple similar components.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating a reflection
diffraction grating;

FIG. 2A is a schematic diagram defining a coordinate
system used in describing embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 2B is a schematic diagram illustrating the effect on
the coordinate system of a retroreflection using an odd
number of reflections;

FIG. 2C is a schematic diagram illustrating the effect on
the coordinate system of a retroreflection using an even
number of reflections;

FIGS. 3A-3C are schematic top, side, and end views,
respectively, of a wavelength router according to an embodi-
ment of the invention that uses spherical focusing elements
with a reflection diffraction grating;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are schematic top and side views,
respectively, of a wavelength router according to another
embodiment of the invention that uses spherical focusing
elements with a transmissive diffraction grating; and

FIG. 5 is a schematic top view of a wavelength router
according to a solid-glass embodiment of the invention that
uses spherical focusing elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

1. Introduction

The following description sets forth embodiments of a
method and apparatus that reduces or eliminates polarization
dependent losses from a diffraction grating. Embodiments of
the invention may be used generally in optical telecommu-
nications systems or in other applications where reduction of
polarization dependent losses is desirable. In particular
embodiments, such polarization dependent losses are
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reduced or eliminated in a wavelength router to achieve the
goals of optical networking systems.

The general functionality of some such optical wave-
length routers that can be used with embodiments of the
invention is described in detail in the copending, commonly
assigned U.S. patent application, filed Nov. 16, 1999 and
assigned Ser. No. 09/442,061, entitled “Wavelength Router”
(“the *061 application™), which is herein incorporated by
reference in its entirety, including the Appendix, for all
purposes. As described therein, such optical wavelength
routers accept light having a plurality of spectral bands at an
input port and selectively direct subsets of the spectral bands
to desired ones of a plurality of output ports. Light entering
such a wavelength router from the input port forms a
diverging beam, which includes the different spectral bands.
The beam is collimated, such as by a lens or concave mirror,
and directed to a diffraction grating that disperses the light
so that collimated beams at different wavelengths are
directed at different angles. The separated beams are
directed to the output ports according to states of dynami-
cally configurable routing elements, which in different
embodiments may include different numbers of reflective
surfaces.

The reduction in polarization dependent losses achieved
by embodiments of the invention translates directly into
improved efficiency in operation of the wavelength router.
As discussed below, different embodiments are more suit-
able for optical configurations in which the dynamically
configurable routing elements have different numbers of
reflective surfaces disposed to be encountered by light
beams.

2. Diffraction of Optical Signals

Demultiplexing of an optical signal that contains a plu-
rality of signals at different wavelengths may be accom-
plished with a diffraction grating with appropriately sized
and shaped diffraction grooves. An example of such a
demultiplexing diffraction grating is illustrated in FIG. 1.
When illuminated at an angle o from the normal, the grating
100 directs light with wavelength A toward angle § in
accordance with the formula

mh=d(sin a=sin ),

where m is an integral order of interference and d is the
grating period. The manner in which incident light will be
distributed among the various orders of interference depends
on the shape and orientation of the groove sides and on the
relation of wavelength to groove separation. When d=A,
diffraction effects predominate in controlling the intensity
distribution among orders, but when d>A, optical reflection
from the sides of the grooves is more strongly involved.
Diffraction gratings 100 are manufactured classically with
the use of a ruling engine by burnishing grooves with a
diamond stylus in a substrate 120 or holographically with
the use of interference fringes generated at the intersection
of two laser beams.

The efficiency of the diffraction grating depends on the
polarization state of the incident light. The electric field E of
an arbitrarily polarized incident optical signal may be writ-
ten as a superposition of two electric fields linearly polarized
along two orthogonal axes X and y:

E=EX+E,.
The intensity I, of the incident signal is defined by the
strength of the electric field along the orthogonal directions:

I=EP+E,P,
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where units have been chosen in which the permittivity of
the medium is equal to four times the permeability of the
medium to make the remaining derivation more transparent.
The efficiency is governed by independent efficiency coef-
ficients € in the orthogonal polarization directions such that
the electric field E' of the signal reflected by the grating is

E'=—GES~GE,,

with total intensity

I'=¢ |E P+e EP.

It is thus evident that the intensity of a signal linearly
polarized along one of the two orthogonal axes is reflected
by the diffraction grating with an intensity dependent only
on the efficiency coefficient for that direction:

P=¢ |EP
P=¢JE,P.

For most diffraction gratings, € =€, so there may be large
variability in the overall efficiency and resulting polariza-
tion-dependent loss as a function of the polarization state of
the incident signal.

3. Polarization Rotation

In embodiments of the invention, this variability is
reduced or eliminated by imposing a polarization rotation.
Such a polarization rotation may be achieved by introducing
a wave delay along one polarization component of the
electric field. In one embodiment, this may be achieved by
using a wave plate, which is constructed asymmetrically so
that different indices of refraction are achieved in two
orthogonal directions. Thus, when the incident optical signal
passes through the wave plate, one component of the electric
field is delayed relative to the other. Typically, wave plates
are constructed to impose phase differences of  (“half-wave
plate”) or /2 (“quarter-wave plate”). As explained below,
the choice and orientation of a suitable wave plate may
depend on certain optical characteristics of a particular
arrangement. For example, for the wavelength router assem-
blies, the polarization-dependent loss may be minimized by
using a quarter-wave plate or half-wave plate depending on
the number of reflective surfaces comprised by the dynami-
cally configurable routing elements.

FIG. 2A illustrates a right-handed (X, y, Z) coordinate 200
convention used for illustration of embodiments of the
invention in which light propagates along the +z axis.
Electric-field components E, and E,, are orthogonal to each
other and to the propagation vector 204, shown in bold.
Whenever the propagation vector is altered, such as by
reflection from a reflective surface, a new coordinate system
(X', y', ') is defined with light propagating along the +z' axis.
While new x' and y' axes may be chosen arbitrarily within
the constraints of a right-handed coordinate system, the
following discussion conventionally defines y' as the
reflected image of y, with x' being defined by maintaining a
right-handed coordinate system.

The effects of retroreflection on the coordinate system are
shown in FIGS. 2B and 2C for a retroreflector consisting
respectively of on odd number (one) and an even number
(two) of reflective surfaces. Thus, in FIG. 2B, the retrore-
flector consists of a single reflective surface 208 in the xy
plane, i.e. orthogonal to the propagation vector. The z axis
is reflected so that 7' is antiparallel to z and they axis is
unchanged by the reflective surface. As a result, X' is
antiparallel to x. In FIG. 2C, the retroreflector consists of
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two reflective surfaces 210 each inclined at 45° relative to
the propagation vector. Using the convention described
above, the coordinate system (x", y", z") resulting from the
two reflections has x" parallel to the original x axis, y"
antiparallel to the original y axis, and z" antiparallel to the
original 7 axis.

To account for light polarization states during propagation
through an optical assembly, the Jones matrix notation is
used for the x and y components, writing the electric field
vector as a 1x2 matrix element:

In this notation, certain specific polarization states are writ-
ten as follows:

1
(i) linear horizontal polarization E5 = Eg% = Eo[ 0 };

(ii) linear vertical polarization Eév =Ey= Eo[ L };

(iii) right-hand circular polarization ("RHP"): EgHP =

E X+ E [1} d
0 =—| . |an
7 "Vl
x—iy E[1
(iv) left-hand circular polarization ("LHP"): ESHP =E AL —0[ }
7 vzl

The effects of optical elements such as wave plates and
reflective surfaces, are represented by 2x2 matrices T that
operate on the polarization vector through matrix multipli-
cation. For a given initial state of polarized light E, repre-
sented as a 1x2 matrix and propagating sequentially through
a series n of optical elements T,, T,, . . ., T,, the final
polarization matrix E,is given by

EFT,T, . .. TolEo,

where T, corresponds to the matrix representation for optical
element T,. For example, the axes transformation for a single
reflection from a reflective surface is summarized as (x,
y)—=(=x', ¥') so that

For applications having multiple reflections, the following
property of T is noted:

104 oda
| 1 s

10
[01

Py

RS

_[—1 O}k_ [T gtk 0dd)
=l 1= =

}(k even) T (k even)
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The optical effect of a wave plate may also be expressed
in such a matrix form. Generally, a birefringent wave plate
has a polarization-dependent index of refraction. The fast
axis and slow axis of the wave plate define the two orthogo-
nal axes of the wave plate with different indices of refrac-
tion. Light polarized parallel to the slow axis experiences a
phase retardance J relative to light polarized parallel to the
fast axis. Denoting the orientation of the wave plate by angle
0 of the fast axis with respect to the x axis, the matrix
representation for a generic wave plate is given by

. . é
&%%¢0s20 + e %/2sin%0 2isinfcosfsin=
] 2
T 0, 0) = 5
ZiSiII@COS@Sinz & 2¢0s%0 + £9/%5in0

For a half-wave plate, d=m, and for a quarter-wave plate,
d=m/2.

4. Wavelength Routers

Exemplary embodiments of the invention are provided for
wavelength routers, one example of which is illustrated
schematically with FIGS. 3A-3C in top, side, and end
views, respectively. The general functionality of the wave-
length router 310 is to accept light having a plurality of (say
N) spectral bands at an input port 312, and selectively direct
subsets of the spectral bands to desired ones of a plurality of
(say M) output ports, designated 315 (1 . . . M). The output
ports are shown in the end view of FIG. 3C as disposed
along a line 317 that extends generally perpendicular to the
top view of FIG. 3A. The input and output ports are shown
as communicating with respective input and output optical
fibers, but it should be understood that the input port could
also receive light directly from a light source, and the output
ports could be coupled directly to optical detectors. The
drawing is not to scale.

Light entering the wavelength router 310 from the input
port 312 forms a diverging beam 318, which includes the
different spectral bands. The beam 318 encounters a lens
320, which collimates the light and directs it to a reflection
diffraction grating 325. The grating 325 disperses the light
so that collimated beams at different wavelengths are
directed at different angles back towards the lens 320. Two
such beams are shown explicitly and denoted 326 and 326'
(the latter drawn in dashed lines). Since these collimated
beams encounter the lens 320 at different angles, they are
focused at different points along a line 327 in a transverse
focal plane. Line 327 extends in the plane of the top view of
FIG. 1A.

The focused beams pass through wave plate 337 and
subsequently encounter respective ones of a plurality of
retroreflectors, designated 330 (1 . . . N), located near the
focal plane. As described below, polarization-dependent loss
may be reduced or eliminated with certain configurations of
the wave plate 337 depending on the structure of the
retroreflectors 330. The beams are directed, as diverging
beams, back to the lens 320 after passing again through the
wave plate 337. Each retroreflector 330 sends its intercepted
beam along a reverse path that may be displaced in a
direction perpendicular to line 327. More specifically, the
beams are displaced along respective lines 335 (1 . . . N) that
extend generally parallel to line 317 in the plane of the side
view of FIG. 3B and the end view of FIG. 3C.

In the particular embodiment shown, the displacement of
each beam is effected by moving the position of the retrore-
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flector along its respective line 335(i). In other embodi-
ments, the beam displacement is effected by a reconfigura-
tion of the retroreflector. It is noted that the retroreflectors
are shown above the output ports in the plane of FIG. 3C, but
this is not necessary; other relative positions may occur for
different orientations of the grating or other elements.

The beams returning from the retroreflectors are colli-
mated by the lens 320 and directed once more to the grating
325. The grating 325, on the second encounter, removes the
angular separation between the different beams, and directs
the collimated beams back to the lens 320, which focuses the
beams. However, due to the possible displacement of each
beam by its respective retroreflector, the beams will be
focused at possibly different points along line 317. Thus,
depending on the positions of the retroreflectors, each beam
is directed to one or another of output ports 315 (1 . . . M).

This embodiment is an airspace implementation of a more
generic class of what are referred to as free-space embodi-
ments. In some of the other free-space embodiments, to be
described below, the various beams are all within a body of
glass. The term “free-space” refers to the fact that the light
within the body is not confined in the dimensions transverse
to propagation, but rather can be regarded as diffracting in
these transverse dimensions. Since the second encounter
with the dispersive element effectively undoes the dispersion
induced by the first encounter, each spectral band exits the
router with substantially no dispersion.

In the embodiment illustrated with FIGS. 3A, 3B, and 3C,
the effect of certain configurations of the wave plate 337 is
to reduce or eliminate polarization-dependent loss in the
wavelength router 310. The specific effect of the wave plate
may be understood by comparing the electric field that
results without it (as in FIGS. 1A, 1B, and IC of the 061
application) and with it (as in the current FIGS. 3A, 3B, and
3C). The effect of the wave plate 337 may be understood by
examining the polarization state of light immediately before
the first diffraction-grating encounter and the polarization
state of light immediately after the second diffraction-
grating encounter. The diffraction grating 325 may have a
polarization-dependent efficiency so that its Jones matrix
representation is

g 0
T =
£ [ UEN }’

where €, and €, are respectively the electric-field efliciencies
of horizontally and vertically polarized light. The electric-
field vector initially incident on the diffraction grating 325 is
written generally as E,=oX+f¥, where o and [} are complex
electric-field coefficients. If the retroreflectors 330 have n
reflective surfaces, the electric field after sequentially
encountering the grating 325 a first time, encountering one
of the retroreflectors 330, and encountering the grating 325
a second time, is given by
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where the + corresponds to whether n is even (“+”) or odd
(“~="). In either case, the efficiency € is given by

i
e E;-Ef _ siw2+£§,82
EB'EO o+ B

With no wave plate, the efficiency is a strong function of o
and P. Because o and f§ evolve slowly over time, the
efficiency e is time dependent, varying between the extremes
of e=e,* (for horizontal polarization where p=0) and e=¢*
(for vertical polarization where a=0). In the absence of the
wave plate, the efficiency is independent of the number of
reflective surfaces comprised by the retroreflectors 330.

The efficiency for the arrangement including the wave
plate 337 positioned as shown in FIGS. 3A-3C can be
calculated similarly. While the illustration shows the wave
plate 337 at a particular location between the lens 320 and
the retroreflectors 337, the resulting efficiency is the same
for any position of the wave plate 337 between the grating
325 and the retroreflectors 330. For example, the wave plate
337 could be positioned nearer the lens 320 than is shown or
could be positioned between the lens 320 and the grating
325, without affecting the efficiency of the arrangement. The
position of the wave plate 337 in different embodiments may
account for a desired tradeoft between cost and performance.
More uniform performance is generally achieved in colli-
mated space between the lens 320 and grating 325, but
reduced cost may be achieved by using a wave plate 337
with a smaller aperture if it is positioned closer to the
retroreflectors 330.

If the retroreflectors 330 have n reflective surfaces, the
electric field after sequentially encountering the grating 325
a first time, encountering the wave plate 337 a first time,
encountering one of the retroreflectors 330, encountering the
wave plate a second time, and encountering the grating 325
a second time, is given by

E=T Typ(02,8)Trs" 1(01,0) T Lo,

where 0, and 0, respectively define the angle of the wave-
plate fast axis for the first and second encounters. Some
specific embodiments are noted.

First, in one embodiment, the number of reflections n
provided by the retroreflector 337 is odd. In this embodi-
ment, the wave plate 337 comprises a quarter wave plate
oriented with the fast axis at 45° relative to the x axis so that
d=n/2 and 0,=n/4. For the second pass through the wave
plate 337, the angle of the fast axis with respect to the new
X axis is 0,=n—mw/4=3m/4. Using the fact that for an odd
number of reflections, T,"=T4, the electric field is given

by

Ef= 'Z"gT WP(37r/4, /2T RS'T' WP(7r/4, /2T gEo
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The resulting efficiency is independent of the incident elec-
tric field E,:

0 -ge s 0
" —i Ey i
E;-Ef &8y 0
s= =

EbEs

&gy
Eo

—&& 0
y

E)-E
sfsi[ Eg -Ey
E}-Eo

_ 2.2
= &)

Thus, the presence of a suitably oriented quarter-wave plate
for any retroreflector providing an odd number of reflections
eliminates polarization-dependent loss. Using the expres-
sions provided above, it is a matter of routine skill to verify
that the efficiency e:exzeyz is independent of the initial state
of polarization for any angle 0,=mn/4, where m is an odd
integer. Thus, for every such quarter-wave plate configura-
tion where the retroreflectors 330 provide an odd number of
reflections, the polarization-dependent loss may be elimi-
nated.

It is noted that where the number of reflections n is even
so that T, "=I, the quarter-wave plate does not eliminate the
polarization-dependent loss:

Er =T TwpBr /4, n| DI Twp(n /4, 7 [ 20T Eo

s 0 1/NT —ijvE INE VT e
:[0 soy}[_l,/\/zi 1/\/;}“ ?][t/\/; 1/\/25“ O}E(’

S T

[sf 0

0 &

<

LEo.

2
0 &

The efficiency e is the same as without the quarter-wave
plate, as shown by calculating the efficiency explicitly for
E =ox+3¥:

e E}-Ef _ siw2+£§,82
EB'EO al+ B

It is instead possible to eliminate the polarization-depen-
dent loss by using a suitably oriented half-wave plate
positioned between the grating 325 and the retroreflectors
330, such as in the position shown in FIG. 3A. Such a
half-wave plate corresponds to d=mn. In one such embodi-
ment, the half wave plate is oriented so that on the first
encounter, the fast axis is at 22.5° relative to the x axis so
that 0,=n/8. For the second pass through the wave plate 337,
the angle of the fast axis with respect to the new x axis is
0,=n-n/8=77/8. Using the fact that for an even number of
reflections, Tz ’=I, the electric field is given by

Ef = TgTwp(77r/8, ﬂ)]Twp(ﬂ/S, R)TgEo
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The resulting efficiency is thus independent of the state of
polarization of incident electric field E,, and the polarization-
dependent loss is eliminated by the two passes through the
half-wave plate:

0 -&e o 0
i 0
Ey-Ef &8y 0
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While the above result has been shown explicitly for a
half wave plate oriented so that 0,=m/8, it is a matter of
routine skill to verify that the efficiency e:exzeyz is inde-
pendent of the initial state of polarization for any angle
0,=mn/8, where m is an odd integer. Thus, for every such
half-wave plate configuration where the retroreflectors 330
provide an even number of reflections, the polarization-
dependent loss may be eliminated.

Experimental verifications have confirmed that the num-
ber of reflections that take place within the retroreflectors
330 affect whether a quarter-wave plate or half-wave plate
are preferred to eliminate the polarization-dependent loss.
Examples of retroreflectors 330 that use an odd number of
reflections are provided in copending, commonly assigned
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/941,998, entitled “MUL-
TIMIRROR STACK FOR VERTICAL INTEGRATION OF
MEMS DEVICES IN TWO-POSITION RETROREFLEC-
TORS,” filed Aug. 28, 2001 by Frederick Kent Copeland
(“the 998 application), the entire disclosure of which is
herein incorporated by reference for all purposes. Specific
examples of retroreflector structures that use three reflec-
tions are shown in FIGS. 6A and 6B of the *998 application.
In a wavelength router configuration such as shown in FIGS.
3A-3C that uses such a three-reflection retroreflector struc-
ture, the wave plate 337 preferably comprises a quarter-
wave plate oriented so that its fast axis is at an odd multiple
of 45° relative to the x axis. Other retroreflector structures
that provide an odd number of reflections will be evident to
those of skill in the art.

Examples of retroreflectors 330 that use an even number
of reflections are provided in FIGS. 4A, 4B, and 5 of the
998 application. Such retroreflectors may use MEMS
devices such as described in the following copending, com-
monly assigned applications, each of which is herein incor-
porated by reference in its entirety for all purposes: U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 09/898,988, entitled “SYSTEMS
AND METHODS FOR OVERCOMING STICTION
USING ALEVER,” filed Jul. 3, 2001 by Bevan Staple et al.;
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/899,000, entitled
“FREE-SPACE OPTICAL WAVELENGTH ROUTER
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BASED ON STEPWISE CONTROLLED TILTING MIR-
RORS,” filed Jul. 3, 2001 by Victor Buzzetta et al.; U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 09/899,001, entitled “TWO-
DIMENSIONAL, ~ FREE-SPACE OPTICAL WAVE-
LENGTH ROUTER BASED ON STEPWISE CON-
TROLLED TILTING MIRRORS,” filed Jul. 3, 2001 by
Victor Buzzetta; U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/899,
002, entitled “MEMS-BASED, NONCONTACTING,
FREE-SPACE OPTICAL SWITCH,” filed Jul. 3, 2001 by
Bevan Staple and Richard Roth; U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 09/899,004, entitled “BISTABLE MICROMIRROR
WITH CONTACTLESS STOPS,” filed Jul. 3,2001 by Lilac
Muller; and U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/899,014,
entitled “METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR PROVID-
ING A MULTI-STOP MICROMIRROR,” filed Jul. 3, 2001
by David Paul Anderson. FIGS. 4A, 4B, and 5 of the 998
application provide examples of retroreflector structures that
provide two reflections. Still other examples of retroreflector
structures that provide two reflections are provided in FIGS.
4A, 4B, 5A, 5B, and SD of the ’061 application. In a
wavelength router configuration such as shown in FIGS.
3A-3C that uses any of such two-reflection retroreflector
structures, the wave plate 337 preferably comprises a half-
wave plate oriented so that its fast axis is at an odd multiple
of 22.5° relative to the x axis. Still other examples of
retroreflector structures that provide an even number of
reflections will be evident to those of skill in the art.

The principles of the invention may be used in wave-
length routers having a variety of alternative configurations.
For example, one alternative embodiment for the wave-
length router is shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, and is designated
generally 410. FIGS. 4A and 4B are respectively schematic
top and side views of the wavelength router 410, which uses
a transmissive diffraction grating 425 in place of the reflec-
tion diffraction grating 325 used in the embodiment illus-
trated in FIGS. 3A-3C. In addition, this embodiment differs
from the embodiment of FIGS. 3A-3C by using a pair a pair
of lenses 420a and 420b. Thus, this embodiment can be
considered an unfolded version of the embodiment of FIGS.
3A-3C.

Light entering wavelength router 410 from input port 412
forms a diverging beam 418, which includes the different
spectral bands. Beam 418 encounters the first lens 420aq,
which collimates the light and directs it to the transmissive
grating 425. The grating 425 disperses the light so that
collimated beams at different wavelengths emerge from the
beam and proceed. The collimated beams, one of which is
shown, encounter the second lens 4205, which focuses the
beams. The focused beams pass through the wave plate 437
and then encounter respective ones of plurality of retrore-
flectors 430 (1 . . . N), located near the focal plane. Except
for the fact that beams are transmitted through the grating
425 rather than reflected, the grating 425 is equivalent to the
reflection grating 325 used in the embodiment of FIGS.
3A-3C in that it may have a polarization-dependent effi-
ciency. Accordingly, it has the same general Jones matrix
representation as the reflection grating:

ng[& 0}_

0 &

The beams are reflected, and emerge as diverging beams
that again pass through the wave plate 437, back to the
second lens 42054, are collimated, and directed to the grating
425. The grating 425, on the second encounter, removes the
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angular separation between the different beams, which are
then focused in the plane of output ports 415 (1 .. . M). In
the specific implementation, the input port 412, the lens
420aq, the grating 425, the lens 4205, and the retroreflectors
430 are spaced at approximately equal intervals, with the
two lenses having equal focal lengths and the distance
between the input port 412 and the retroreflectors 430 being
four times (4x) the focal length. Thus the focal lengths and
the relative positions define what is referred to as a “4f
relay” between the input port 412 and the retroreflectors 430,
and also a 4f relay between the retroreflectors 430 and the
Output ports 415. This configuration is not necessary, but is
preferred. The optical system is preferably telecentric.

Since the matrix representation for the transmissive grat-
ing 425 is the same as the matrix representation for the
reflection grating considered above, the preferred choice of
which type of wave plate 437 to use depends in a similar
fashion on whether the retroreflectors 430 are configured to
provide an even or odd number of reflections. If configured
for an odd number of reflections, the wave plate 437
preferably comprises a quarter-wave plate having a fast axis
oriented at an odd multiple of 450 with respect to one of the
polarization axes. If configured for an even number of
reflections, the wave plate 437 preferably comprises a half-
wave plate with a fast axis oriented at an odd multiple of
22.5° with respect to one of the polarization axes. In certain
specific embodiments, the retroreflectors 430 are configured
as described in the *061 and/or *998 applications to provide
two or three reflections, although other numbers of reflec-
tions may be provided with different configurations of the
retroreflectors 430.

In still another wavelength-router embodiment, illustrated
in FIG. 5, a solid glass configuration is used to route optical
signals, the wavelength router in this embodiment being
denoted 510. This embodiment can be considered to be a
further folded version of the embodiment illustrated in
FIGS. 3A-3C, using a concave reflector 540 instead of a lens
320 (or instead of lenses 420a and 4205 in the embodiment
shown in FIGS. 4A—4C) to direct light. As above, light
entering the wavelength router 510' from input port 512
forms a diverging beam 518, which includes the different
spectral bands. The beam 518 encounters the concave reflec-
tor 540, which collimates the light and directs it to a
reflection diffraction grating 525. As for the embodiment
described with respect to FIGS. 3A-3C, the reflection dif-
fraction grating 525 has a general Jones matrix representa-
tion

ng[.gx 0}_

0 &

The grating 525 disperses the light so that collimated
beams at different wavelengths are directed at different
angles back toward the reflector 540. Two such beams are
shown explicitly, one in solid lines and one in dashed lines.
Since these collimated beams encounter the reflector at
different angles, they are focused at different points in a
transverse focal plane. The focused beams pass through a
wave plate 537 and encounter retroreflectors 530 (1 ... N)
located near the focal plane. The operation in the reverse
direction is as described in connection with the embodi-
ments above, and the beams follow the reverse path, which
is displaced in a direction perpendicular to the plane of FIG.
5. Therefore, the return paths directly underlie the forward
paths and are therefore not visible in FIG. 5. On this return
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path, the beams encounter the concave reflector 540, the
reflection grating 525, and the concave reflector 540, the
final encounter with which focuses the beams to the desired
output ports (not shown in this figure) since they underlie
input port 512.

Since the matrix representation for the grating 525 is the
same as the matrix representation for the reflection grating
considered in connection with FIGS. 3A-3C, the preferred
choice of which type of wave plate 537 to use depends in a
similar fashion on whether the retroreflectors 530 are con-
figured to provide an even or odd number of reflections. If
configured for an odd number of reflections, the wave plate
537 preferably comprises a quarter-wave plate having a fast
axis oriented at an odd multiple of 45° with respect to one
of the polarization axes. If configured for an even number of
reflections, the wave plate 537 preferably comprises a half-
wave plate with a fast axis oriented at an odd multiple of
22.5° with respect to one of the polarization axes. In certain
specific embodiments, the retroreflectors 530 are configured
as described in the *061 and/or *998 applications to provide
two or three reflections, although other numbers of reflec-
tions may be provided with different configurations of the
retroreflectors 530.

Still other wavelength-router embodiments that use the
wave plate as described above are within the scope of the
invention. For example, while the embodiments illustrated
in FIGS. 3A-5 use spherical focusing elements, alternative
embodiments use cylindrical focusing elements. In particu-
lar, wave plates may be introduced in accordance with the
invention into the arrangements shown in FIGS. 6 A-9B of
the 061 application to reduce or eliminate polarization
dependent losses.

Having described several alternative embodiments, it will
be recognized by those of skill in the art that various other
modifications, alternative constructions, and equivalents
may be used without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion. Accordingly, the above description should not be taken
as limiting the scope of the invention, which is defined in the
following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A wavelength router for receiving, at an input port, light
having a plurality of spectral bands and directing subsets of
the spectral bands to respective ones of a plurality of output
ports, the wavelength router comprising:

an optical train disposed between the input port and

output ports providing optical paths for routing the
spectral bands, the optical train including a half-wave
plate and a dispersive element disposed to intercept
light traveling from the input port, the optical train
being configured so that light encounters the dispersive
element and the half-wave plate twice before reaching
any of the output ports; and

a routing mechanism having at least one dynamically

configurable routing element to direct a given spectral
band to different output ports depending on a state of
the dynamically configurable routing element.

2. The wavelength router recited in claim 1 wherein the
optical train comprises a free-space optical train.

3. The wavelength router recited in claim 1 wherein the
routing mechanism includes a plurality of retroreflecting
elements, each associated with a respective one of the
spectral bands.

4. The wavelength router recited in claim 3 wherein at
least one of the retroreflecting elements is configured to
reflect the given spectral band an even number of times.
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5. The wavelength router recited in claim 4 wherein each
of the retroreflecting elements is configured to reflect the
given spectral band twice.

6. The wavelength router recited in claim 3 wherein each
of'the retroreflecting elements includes a rotational degree of
freedom.

7. The wavelength router recited in claim 1 wherein a fast
axis of the half-wave plate is oriented substantially at an odd
multiple of 22.5° with respect to a polarization axis of the
given spectral band.

8. The wavelength router recited in claim 1 wherein the
dispersion element comprises a grating.

9. The wavelength router recited in claim 1 wherein:

the optical train further includes a lens;

the dispersive element comprises a reflection grating;

light coming from the input port is collimated by the lens

and dispersed by the reflection grating as a plurality of
angularly separated beams corresponding to the spec-
tral bands;

the angularly separated beams are focused by the lens on

respective dynamically configurable routing elements
comprised by the routing mechanism; and

the half-wave plate is disposed between the reflection

grating and the routing mechanism.

10. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 9
wherein the half-wave plate is disposed between the lens and
the reflection grating.

11. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 9
wherein the half-wave plate is disposed between the lens and
the routing mechanism.

12. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 1
wherein:

the optical train further includes a first lens and a second

lens;

the dispersive element comprises a transmissive grating;

light coming from the input port is collimated by the first

lens and dispersed by the transmissive grating as a
plurality of angularly separated beams corresponding
to the spectral bands;
the angularly separated beams are focused by the second
lens on respective dynamically configurable routing
elements comprised by the routing mechanism; and

the half-wave plate is disposed between the transmissive
grating and the routing mechanism.

13. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 12
wherein the half-wave plate is disposed between the trans-
missive grating and the second lens.

14. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 12
wherein the half-wave plate is disposed between the second
lens and the routing mechanism.

15. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 1
wherein:

the dispersive element comprises a reflection grating;

the optical train further includes a curved reflector dis-

posed to intercept light from the input port, collimate
the intercepted light, direct the collimated light toward
the reflection grating, intercept light reflected from the
reflection grating, focus the light, and direct the focused
light on respective dynamically configurable routing
elements comprised by the routing mechanism.

16. A wavelength router for receiving, at an input port,
light having a plurality of spectral bands and directing
subsets of the spectral bands to respective ones of a plurality
of output ports, the wavelength router comprising:

an optical train disposed between the input port and

output ports providing optical paths for routing the
spectral bands, the optical train including a quarter-
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wave plate having a fast axis oriented substantially at
an odd multiple of 45° with respect to a polarization
axis of the spectral bands and a dispersive element
disposed to intercept light traveling from the input port,
the optical train being configured so that light encoun-
ters the dispersive element and the quarter-wave plate
twice before reaching any of the output ports; and

a routing mechanism having a plurality of retroreflecting

elements, each such retroreflecting element being con-
figured to reflect a respective one of the spectral bands
an odd number of times to direct the respective one of
the spectral bands to different output ports depending
on a state of the retroreflecting element.

17. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 16
wherein at least one of the retroreflecting elements is con-
figured to reflect the respective one of the spectral bands
three times.

18. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 16
wherein:

the optical train further includes a lens;

the dispersive element comprises a reflection grating;

light coming from the input port is collimated by the lens

and dispersed by the reflection grating as a plurality of
angularly separated beams corresponding to the spec-
tral bands;

the angularly separated beams are focused by the lens on

the respective retroreflecting elements; and

the quarter-wave plate is disposed between the reflection

grating and the routing mechanism.

19. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 18
wherein the quarter-wave plate is disposed between the lens
and the routing mechanism.

20. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 16
wherein:

the optical train further includes a first lens and a second

lens;

the dispersive element comprises a transmissive grating;

light coming from the input port is collimated by the first

lens and dispersed by the transmissive grating as a
plurality of angularly separated beams corresponding
to the spectral bands;

the angularly separated beams are focused by the second

lens on the respective retroreflecting elements; and
the quarter-wave plate is disposed between the transmis-
sive grating and the routing mechanism.

21. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 20
wherein the quarter-wave plate is disposed between the
second lens and the routing mechanism.

22. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 16
wherein:

the dispersive element comprises a reflection grating;

the optical train includes a curved reflector disposed to

intercept light from the input port, collimate the inter-
cepted light, direct the collimated light toward the
reflection grating, intercept light reflected from the
reflection grating, focus the light, and direct the focused
light on the respective retroreflecting elements.

23. A wavelength router for receiving, at an input port,
light having a plurality of spectral bands and directing
subsets of the spectral bands to respective ones of a plurality
of output ports, the wavelength router comprising:

an optical train disposed between the input port and

output ports providing optical paths for routing the
spectral bands, the optical train including a quarter-
wave plate and a dispersive element disposed to inter-
cept light traveling from the input port, the optical train
being configured so that light encounters the dispersive
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element and the quarter-wave plate twice before reach-
ing any of the output ports; and

a routing mechanism having a plurality of retroreflecting

elements, each such retroreflecting element being con-
figured to reflect a respective one of the spectral bands
an odd number of times greater than two to direct the
respective one of the spectral bands to different output
ports depending on a state of the retroreflecting ele-
ment.

24. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 23
wherein:

the optical train further includes a lens;

the dispersive element comprises a reflection grating;

light coming from the input port is collimated by the lens

and dispersed by the reflection grating as a plurality of
angularly separated beams corresponding to the spec-
tral bands;

the angularly separated beams are focused by the lens on

the respective retroreflecting elements; and

the quarter-wave plate is disposed between the reflection

grating and the routing mechanism.

25. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 23
wherein:

the optical train further includes a first lens and a second

lens;

the dispersive element comprises a transmissive grating;

light coming from the input port is collimated by the first

lens and dispersed by the transmissive grating as a
plurality of angularly separated beams corresponding
to the spectral bands;

the angularly separated beams are focused by the second

lens on the respective retroreflecting elements; and
the quarter-wave plate is disposed between the transmis-
sive grating and the routing mechanism.

26. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 23
wherein:

the dispersive element comprises a reflection grating;

the optical train includes a curved reflector disposed to

intercept light from the input port, collimate the inter-
cepted light, direct the collimated light toward the
reflection grating, intercept light reflected from the
reflection grating, focus the light, and direct the focused
light on the respective retroreflecting elements.

27. A method for directing a light beam having a plurality
of spectral bands received at an input port, the method
comprising:

collimating the light beam;

dispersing the collimated light beam into a plurality of

angularly separated beams corresponding to the spec-
tral bands;

propagating the angularly separated beams through a

half-wave, plate wherein a fast axis of the half-wave
plate is oriented substantially at an odd multiple of
22.5° with respect to a polarization axis of the angularly
separated beams;

focusing the angularly separated beams; and

routing the angularly separated beams to respective ones

of a plurality of output ports.

28. The method recited in claim 27 wherein routing the
angularly separated beams to respective ones of the plurality
of output ports comprises retroreflecting the angularly sepa-
rated beams by reflecting each such angularly separated
beam an even number of times.
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29. The method recited in claim 28 wherein routing the
angularly separated beams to respective ones of the plurality
of output ports further comprises again propagating the
angularly separated beams through the half-wave plate.

30. A method for directing a light beam having a plurality
of spectral bands received at an input port, the method
comprising:

collimating the light beam;

dispersing the collimated light beam into a plurality of

angularly separated beams corresponding to the spec-
tral bands;

propagating the angularly separated beams through a

quarter-wave plate having a fast axis oriented substan-
tially at an odd multiple of 45° with respect to a
polarization axis of the angularly separated beams;
focusing the angularly separated beams; and
retroreflecting the angularly separated beams by reflecting
each such angularly separated beam an odd number of
times.

31. The method recited in claim 30 wherein routing the
angularly separated beams to respective ones of the plurality
of output ports further comprises again propagating the
angularly separated beams through the quarter-wave plate.

32. A wavelength router for receiving, at an input port, a
beam having a plurality of spectral bands and directing
subsets of the spectral bands to respective ones of a plurality
of output ports, the wavelength router comprising:

means for collimating the beam;

means for dispersing the collimated beam into a plurality

of angularly separated beams corresponding to the
spectral bands;

means for 90° rotation of polarization components of the

angularly separated beams, wherein the means for 90°
rotation of polarization components has a fast axis
oriented substantially at an odd multiple of 22.5° with
respect to a polarization axis of the angularly separated
beams; and

means for routing the angularly separated beams to the

output ports.

33. A wavelength routing element for receiving, at an
input port, a beam having a plurality of spectral bands and
directing subsets of the spectral bands to respective ones of
a plurality of output ports, the wavelength router compris-
ing:

means for collimating the beam;

means for dispersing the collimated beam into a plurality

of angularly separated beams corresponding to the
spectral bands;

means for 45° rotation of polarization components of the

angularly separated beams, wherein such means for 45°
rotation has a fast axis oriented substantially at an odd
multiple of 45° with respect to a polarization axis of the
angularly separated beams; and

means for routing the angularly separated beams to the

output ports, such means for routing including means
for retroreflecting the angularly separated beams by
reflecting each such angularly reflected beam an odd
number of times.

34. The wavelength routing element recited in claim 33
wherein the number of times is three.
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